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PAGE 01 STATE 217697 
ORIGIN EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO EA-12 FRB-01 INR-10 10-14 NEA-10 NSAE-00 
ICA-20 OPIC-06 SP-02 TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-01 
AGRE-00 OMB-01 SS-15 L-03 JUSE-00 FTC-01 /127 R 

DRAFTED BY EB/IFD/BP:T A SCHLENKER:VJW 
APPROVED BY EB/IFD/BP:H J WINTER 
EUR/C - C FLYNN 
L/EB - S BENSON (INFO) 

EUR/RPE - R LAMANTIA 

119523 261444Z/45 

R 2600 15Z AUG 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BONN 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS STATE 217697 

USOECD, USEEC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ETRD, GW, US 

SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: TYING OF AUTOMOBILE RADIO SALES 
REF: STATE 258197 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) HAS INFORMED DEPARTMENT 
THAT IT IS QUOTE: CONDUCTING AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
MARKETING PRACTICES OF VARIOUS DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN AUTO- 
MOBILE PRODUCERS, AS THEY RELATE TO AUTOMOBILE RADIOS. 

DURING THE PAST YEAR, A NUMBER OF MANUFACTURERS HAVE MADE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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A RADIO STANDARD EQUIPMENT ON VARIOUS MODELS OF THEIR 
AUTOMOBILES. THE PURPOSE OF THIS INVESTIGATION IS TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER THIS PRACTICE AMOUNTS TO AN ILLEGAL 
TYING ARRANGEMENT THAT VIOLATES SECTION 1 OF THE SHERMAN 
ACT. 

2. QUOTE: THIS WEEK, VOLKSWAGEN ANNOUNCED THAT IT WAS 
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MAKING A RADIO STANDARD EQUIPMENT ON AT LEAST ONE OF ITS 
1979 MODEL AUTOMOBILES. THEREFORE, THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE WISHES TO SEND A LETTER OF INQUIRY TO VOLKSWAGEN 
OF AMERICA IN ORDER TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT 
THIS NEW POLICY. UNQUOTE. 

3. ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM APPROPRIATE WEST 
GERMAN AUTHORITIES OF THIS IMPENDING ACTION BY DOJ IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH US-FRG AGREEMENT ON RESTRICTIVE BUSINESS 
PRACTICES AND 1967 OECD RECOMMENDATION. CHRISTOPHER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ANTITRUST, SALES, AUTOMOBILES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE217697 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: T A SCHLENKER:VJW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780350-0266 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 9/aaaaapxu. tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b629f25a-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 258197 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1607756 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ANTITRUST: TYING OF AUTOMOBILE RADIO SALES 
TAGS: ETRD, GE, US 
To: BONN USBERLIN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b629f25a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



